CRIME FIGURES

Latest crime figures for our Police Division show they have maintained the downward trend of the last four years.
Given the recent tragic murder and wounding of women police officers in Bradford, it is crucial we acknowledge the successes of our local police force.  The record number of police officers locally - backed by Community Support Officers – have has a major impact on crime levels.
But any crime is one too many, and fear of crime is still a key issue.  The pressure for improvement continues – especially in dealing with anti-social behaviour that can make some people’s lives a misery.

A review of crime figures over the year 2004/05 (April 2004-March 2005) gave good news - 8,383 fewer crimes overall in our Division, a fall of 19% for the year.  Our Division saw a further considerable fall in many of the crimes that impact upon our quality of life: burglary, robbery and theft of and from motor vehicles.

Figures for the first seven months of 2005/06 (April-October) showed a further fall of 16% - that’s 3,472 fewer crimes than the same period last year.  Burglary has fallen a further 32%, robbery is down 18%, theft of motor vehicles down 37% and theft from motor vehicles down 22%.

Our local figures reflect the findings of the British Crime Survey.  The BCS is considered the most authoritative indicator of crime trends. It is far more accurate than recorded crime figures as it picks up crimes that are not reported. And it has been measured the same way since 1981. 

Total crime is down by 5% to the lowest BCS crime rates since records began in 1981. The crimes people care about most have dropped dramatically too. People’s chance of burgled is now the lowest it’s been in 20 years. And according to the BCS, violent crime is down by 7%. 

By contrast, the definition of what falls within recorded crime has changed a number of times. And the changes have often led to a distortion of the statistics. For instance, as a result of a small definitional change, almost half of all violent crimes involve no injury. 

In addition, the crime recording system may create inaccuracies. Rises in recorded crime may be due to improvements in reporting, not increases in underlying crime. As a consequence, the recorded crime statistics are normally viewed as less accurate. 

· BCS crime rates are at their lowest level since records began in 1981. According to the BCS, crime has fallen 44% since 1995. The risk of being a victim of violent crime has dropped by over a third. 

· The chance of being a victim of crime was 40% under the Tories. It is now 24%. There are now almost 6 million fewer victims of crime than in 1995. 

· Burglary, measured in the BCS, is down 17% compared with the year to June 2004 and down 11% according to the recorded crime numbers. People’s chance of burgled is now the lowest it’s been in 20 years

· With a further drop of 7%, the government has exceeded the target the PM set in 1999 to cut vehicle crime by 30%. It’s down 37% in 5 years. 

· According to the BCS, violent crime is down by 7%. Furthermore, the recorded crime figures show that the most serious violent crimes have fallen by 8%
The Violent Crime Reduction Bill currently before Parliament will give new powers to police and local authorities to tackle violent criminals and ensure they are effectively punished.   In particular the bill includes tough new measures to crack down on alcohol related violence which accounts for almost half of all violent crime.

