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I made a further plea in the Commons for the Government to put power in the hands of passengers and communities, and not just profit makers. 

Since bus services were deregulated in 1986, quality and standards have fallen dramatically, fares have risen by almost 50 per cent. in real terms, and the number of passengers has fallen by more than a third in West Yorkshire.  That represents about 100 million passenger journeys.  

Fares have gone through the roof. In the period from April 2004 to June 2005, First Bus in Leeds increased off-peak fares by 27 per cent. and peak fares by 19 per cent. Bus operators' own figures illustrate that operating costs during that period rose by only about 9 per cent. In January, fares went up yet again. 

Under deregulation, bus operators can make profits while providing very poor services. They can pick and choose where they run services. Services are chopped and changed, missing or late. It is no wonder that passengers have deserted bus services in such numbers.

Passenger Transport Executives such as Metro in West Yorkshire are able to influence directly only 20 per cent. of the network that they provide through tendered services.  There is little competition for tenders, so it is difficult to test whether best value is being obtained. 

The Government prefer to see partnerships between operator and PTEs. Partnership works where there are ready profits to be made by the private sector, but it does not meet the challenge of the social needs in many of the communities that we represent.  We have to put  power in the hands of passengers and communities, not in the hands of the profit-maker. That is why I support quality bus contracts, which would tie operators into serices serving the wider community, not just the profitable ones they choose.
Rail users have been ill served by privatisation. Between 1994 and now, rail use in West Yorkshire increased from 11.5 million to 21 million passengers. 

I have joined Transport 2000’s new “Growing the Railways” campaign calling for more investment in rail services.

Substantial extra investment has gone into rail in recent years.  But following tragedies like Hatfield, much of this has been directed into safety and maintenance – leaving less for improving the quality and capacity of rolling stock.

We have seen welcome improvements to stations like Horsforth, New Pudsey and Guiseley. Investment in Leeds City Station has helped to reduce delays and increase its capacity.

But increases in rolling stock are essential to tackle problems with overcrowding at peak times on the Harrogate Line through Horsforth and Caldervale Line through New Pudsey.  

I was pleased that the Government’s Yorkshire Development Agency announced £8 million for funding to tackle congestion on three routes, including the Harrogate and Caldervale Line.

I will also press for cash raised by the recent fare increases to be invested in extra rolling stock for the Caldervale/Harrogate Line.  I am pressing the Government to consider this as part of the review of the Northern Franchise.
Despite investment in new rolling stock, passengers on the Airedale and Wharfedale Line also faces peak hour overcrowding.
I contend that, in West Yorkshire, we would get more passengers per pound of investment than almost anywhere else in the country, West Yorkshire Metro has a blueprint for increasing patronage by more than 50 per cent. in the next 10 years with what I regardas a relatively modest investment of between £5 million and £6 million a year.
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