20 Years of Bus Privatisation a Failure - Report
26th October 2006

Paul Truswell MP has welcomed a new Commons Transport Select Committee report that says 20 years of bus deregulation has failed and tighter controls are needed on operators.  (Published Thursday 26th October).
Mr Truswell is a key member of the Pteg group of MPs that campaigns on behalf of the Passenger Transport Executive areas of West Yorkshire, South Yorkshire, Greater Manchester, West Midlands, Tyne and Weir and Merseyside.  They have been pushing to make it easier to implement “Quality Contracts” that would specify local services and their quality.  Around 30% of bus journeys nationally take place in PTE areas.

“The report is very timely, coming as it does on the 20th anniversary of deregulation and at a time when the Secretary of State for Transport, Douglas Alexander, is clearly coming round to our way of thinking,” said Mr Truswell.

He said since deregulation bus operators had been free to run services wherever and whenever they want.  In PTE areas passenger numbers have halved and fares have increased by 86%.  Despite the PTEs investing half a billion pounds a year in the bus industry, they do not have the controls they need to prevent continuing above inflation fare rises, service cuts and the decline in passenger numbers.

“The campaign is moving forward on all fronts,” said Mr Truswell.  “But we must not underestimate the power of bus companies to fight any attempt to bring them under greater control.  They are part of multinational conglomerates and they will devote huge resources in their counter-attack.   They have already conducted a public attack on the Select Committee and its Chair, Gwyneth Dunwoody.
“We met with Douglas Alexander last week and he impressed us with his grasp of the problems affecting bus services in our areas.  He seems willing to listen to the evidence of his colleagues and his own experience, and to be ready to consider some beneficial regulation as part of a wide raft of measures to improve services.
“He has shown a readiness to question robustly his civil servants' briefing, which those of us pushing for QCs have heard so often as a dead bat response to our arguments.  He accepts that what might work in the places usually quoted, such as Brighton, Bristol, and York, isn't always equally applicable to other areas like ours.   
“Most importantly, he recognises that the present legal mechanism for introducing a Quality Contract is a lawyers’ charter.  We are hoping for some lessening of the criteria.”
