More Cash Needed for West Yorkshire Transport

22nd June 2006
MP Paul Truswell has fired the first parliamentary salvo in a campaign to secure greater future funding for local public transport in cities outside London. 

Mr Truswell secured an Adjournment Debate in the Commons on behalf of MPs representing metropolitan areas served by Passenger Transport Executives, such as Metro in West Yorkshire.

And he used the debate launch a major new report produced by the group on the need for more investment in local transport, and presented a copy to Transport Minister Gillian Merron MP.

“This debate on future funding for local transport is timely. We know that the Treasury is beginning work on the 2007 Comprehensive Spending Review.”

He said in the last CSR round London, as the major driver of the UK economy, had put forward a successful case that a modern, efficient public transport network is crucial to its continuing growth. 

“But after London it is the country’s other city regions that are the economic drivers,” said Mr Truswell. “They too need modern, efficient public transport networks if they are continue to drive wider regional economies.   

“But the case equally needs to explore the benefits in terms of its positive impact on the people we represent, and the neighbourhoods in which they live in terms of tackling social exclusion, congestion, pollution, road safety, parking and all the other effects of increased use of the private car and the inadequacy of public transport.

He said that over the last twenty years Leeds has created more jobs than any major city outside London.  

“But this regeneration must take place on a sustainable basis,” said Mr Truswell.   “We cannot simply create more jobs and businesses, generate more journeys, and build more houses without examining the impact on communities and the infrastructure required.  Transport is crucial to this process.

“Some parts of my constituency, for example, have seen substantial additional house-building on brownfield sites.  We have frequent arguments about the sustainability and density of such developments.  

“Planners base their interpretation of planning guidance, such as Planning Policy Guidance 3 (PG3) on the local existence of a local rail station, rather than on a realistic analysis of the capacity of the line in question to provide transport to the increased number of residents. “ 

He said the Government already had examples of effective transport schemes provided in conjunction with PTE’s like Metro.

He said the three stations in his constituency, Horsforth, New Pudsey and Guiseley had seen refurbishment and improvements.  The efficiency of Leeds City Station has been increased with a £250 million investment that has reduced congestion and delays.  A Government grant had enabled the provision of excellent new 333 Class, 4-car rolling stock on the Airedale and Wharfedale line.  

“I also appreciate that a great deal of investment has taken place on infrastructure, especially in the aftermath of the Hatfield tragedy, much of which is invisible compared to the more obvious items such as rolling stock,” he said.

“But much of this is playing catch-up.  And while we need even more investment to catch up still further, we also need a strategy that looks to the future, and a sustainable one at that.”

He said the West Yorkshire rail network has seen phenomenal growth over the last ten years, from 11.5 million journeys in 1994/5 to 21.1 million journeys in 2004/5. 

“This growth has not surprisingly led to overcrowding on peak services,” he said.

“To help tackle this Metro, West Yorkshire’s PTE, working with Yorkshire Forward and Northern Rail, are developing a £20 million partnership to add 12 additional carriages for the local train network.  

That would enable new and enhanced stations such as Apperley Bridge and Kirkstall and extra car parking at rail stations.  

“At the moment it is often impractical to build new stations or enhance park and ride because there is insufficient capacity to carry the additional passengers it would generate.  This is a nonsensical paradox that must be addressed as we strive to get people out of their cars.  We know that good rail services do that.”

He said more investment would allow tram train technology on routes like the Harrogate Line, the introduction of a new MetroCard Zone for commuters beyond the West Yorkshire border.

Investment on buses would allow bus rapid transit on the planned Supertram routes.  It would enable high-quality improved bus corridors and bus rapid transit schemes to providing better connections.

Mr Truswell also renewed his call for greater local control of buses. 

“Private bus operators have had 19 years to show that they can provide decent services, and they have failed,” he said.

“It is time that they were made accountable to passengers and communities. Since deregulation, quality and standards have fallen dramatically, fares have risen by almost 50 per cent. in real terms, and the number of passengers has fallen by over a third in West Yorkshire. In round figures, that represents about 100 million passenger journeys. 

He said fares have gone through the roof. In the period April 2004 to June 2005, First increased off-peak fares in Leeds by 27 per cent. and peak fares by 19 per cent. 

“Deregulation has meant that bus companies can pick and choose which services to provide.” he said.  “They are free to make profits while providing poor services. The result is that many people have been denied a reliable and affordable bus service for travel to work, school, college, shops, health centres and hospitals. Week in, week out, services are chopped, changed, missing or late. Passengers suffer or vote with their feet. “

Mr Truswell said Quality contracts already operate to good effect in London, as my hon. Friend the Minister is no doubt aware from her own constituency and her constituents' experience. Bus use in regulated London increased by about 10 per cent. last year, whereas outside the capital it fell by nearly 3 per cent. 

