Boot Ticket Touts into Touch

17th July 2006

Pudsey MP Paul Truswell is calling for stronger Government action to boot ticket touts into touch.

Mr Truswell has sponsored an Early Day Motion in the Commons as a member of the All-Party Parliamentary Sports Caucus – a pressure group of MPs. (Copy below)

 “The traditional image of the ticket tout is the shadowy figure plying his dodgy trade outside a sports venue,” said Mr Truswell.  “While this aspect of the activity still exists and causes problems, it is now only a part of the dubious world of ticket touting.  

“The growth of the internet has expanded the touting industry, especially the on-line auction sites that offer an easily available method of buying and selling tickets.

“Many sports fans are priced out of events.  Fans who buy touted receive none of the consumer protection that applies with tickets bought directly from an event organiser.”

“Touting also diverts resources from Governing bodies and sporting organisations that would be better spent on the development of their sport.

“If the Code of Practice on tickets sales that has recently been drawn up does not work, then the Government should introduce legislation to combat it similar to that recently introduced for the London Olympics.

He said legislation would enable event organisers to print on the ticket, and communicate widely, that it was an offence to re-sell a ticket.  It would also mean that websites would no longer be able to allow sales to continue under the argument that it is legal to do so. 

Mr Truswell said a brief review of the internet last year by the ruling bodies of cricket, football, tennis and rugby union showed that a huge number of tickets were being offered at greatly inflated prices across all major UK sporting events.  

It revealed, for example, tickets to this year’s Wimbledon Tennis Men’s Final being advertised market for up to £1650, tickets for the Ashes Test cricket series trading for over £400, and ones for the World Cup Final offered at £1,990.  

“Anonymous web sales of touted tickets undermine efforts by the sports and public authorities to screen all purchasers, which is a vital security check,” he said.

There is no current national legislation or Government policy that makes it illegal to tout tickets for sporting events, other than for designated football matches.
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PROTECTING FANS FROM TICKET TOUTS

That this House notes that the British public has a passion for attending sporting events, concerts, festivals and other cultural occasions that is unmatched in the world; further notes that this passion is increasingly being exploited by ticket touts who are targeting ticketing systems just to make money; further notes that not only does this lead to people being exploited and often defrauded but also removes vital income from the cultural and sporting sector; calls upon event organisers, government and regulators to work together to clamp down on this practice; calls on the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport to further strengthen and implement the self-regulatory code of practice her Department has drawn up on this issue; and believes that if this self-regulatory approach is not successful that new legislation will be required on ticket touting similar to that recently introduced for the London 2012 Olympics.

