I have objected to the new plans for a large development at Riverside Mills in Horsforth. 
The proposed new development, by the River Aire next to the Clariant works on Low Hall Road, would include at least 144 houses and 11 industrial units. A larger housing scheme proposed several years ago was withdrawn in the face of huge opposition.
Although this is a less intensive scheme than the last application, the main reservations to the development of the site still remain.
As everyone in the area knows the traffic on the Ring Road here is horrendous at peak times. The developers proposal to put traffic lights at the junction of Calverley Lane and the Ring Road may improve access for the residents and businesses, but could cause even greater tailbacks between Dawson’s Corner and Horsforth.

The site obviously has a previously established commercial and industrial use, generally generating traffic flows inward during the morning peak time and outward in the early evening.  Adding a substantial amount of housing would mean significant amounts of traffic going both ways at peak times
The site is next to a major chemical works, which is one of the largest employers in the area. Even though it is planned to build some industrial units between the proposed housing and Clariant, there would still be health and safety issues to be addressed.
There are also serious concerns regarding the possible use of Knott Lane, Cragg Wood and Woodlands Drive for traffic use, if access to them was opened up.  This would destroy the nature of the area and cause major disruption and additional traffic hazards to what is a quiet residential neighbourhood. 
While the developers have planned some public open space into the development, the children’s play area appears to be located on the flood plain of the River Aire. 
Public services, including health and education, in Horsforth and Calverley are already fully stretched. 
This is a totally inappropriate site for housing development. If the site is to be developed it should be for industrial use in keeping with its existing use, and with the other main sites in the area.
