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Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Police (HMIC) has told the Government that most forces are too small to deal with major organised crime, such as drugs and money laundering, and terrorism.  As a result they have requested Police Authorities to look at mergers.
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I am leading West Yorkshire MPs in pressing for the force to retain its present boundaries, and secured an Adjournment Debate and meetingt with Home Secretary Charles Clarke and Police Minister Hazel Blears. 

In Yorkshire and Humberside the options are for West Yorkshire to remain a single force, to merge with North Yorkshire, or a merger of all four of the region’s forces, including South Yorkshire and Humberside.

We have seen major progress in West Yorkshire, with record numbers of police officers, and crimes like burglary, robbery and car crime falling substantially.  Pudsey and Weetwood Division has made a major contribution to that.  But there is still too much crime, and too much anti-social behaviour.  And there are still too many instances where the response to reports of crime is unsatisfactory.

Unless it is absolutely necessary, we must allow our police to concentrate on pursuing these crucial community policing priorities, and not to distract them with a major reorganisation.

Some change is essential in other parts of the country.  But West Yorkshire is one of the few forces of sufficient size to tackle these challenges without merging with other forces.

With 5,700 police officers, West Yorkshire easily meets HMIC's minimum size of 4,000 for a strategic force. It had demonstrated its capacity to deal with the challenges of terrorism during its recent work on the London bombings. 

Under the Home Office's own criteria, the option of retaining a single force represented the best approach for West Yorkshire.  In the protective services assessment recently carried out by HMIC, West Yorkshire was the highest-scoring force in the region. 

It is difficult to imagine what a regional force covering the whole of Yorkshire and Humberside would look like, as policing has never been delivered on such a large organisational scale outside London. 

The costs associated with merger have been calculated at £50 million in West Yorkshire.  Without financial safeguards, both amalgamation options would raise the precept in West Yorkshire by 20 per cent.  

You can read a full transcript of the debate here:

   http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060111/halltext/60111h05.htm#60111h05_spnew0
