Welcome Rethink on Police Merger Plans 

17th July 2006

The announcement that the Home Office was not pursuing enforced mergers of police forces was very welcome.

I have led the lobby by West Yorkshire MPs for our force not to be merged.  I also secured an Adjournment Debate on the issue, and organised several meeting with Ministers. 

There are concerns about the impact major reorganisation would have on local policing, staff, Council Tax precept and local accountability.

The new team at the Home Office seems far less keen on mergers nationally and more receptive to our case for West Yorkshire to be a strategic force, without merger.

 

In our meetings with Ministers we made it quite clear that there was no-one in West Yorkshire who supported the proposal and that we would use every means available to press that view home. We met with the Police Minister, Tony McNulty MP, recently and it was clear that our message had got through.

The first anniversary of the July bombings was a poignant time.  The commemorations transported me back to the day.  Events that day conspired to put me on the last underground train through Aldgate before one of the bombs exploded, arriving moments afterwards at Kings Cross where passengers were being hastily evacuated.

Tackling terrorism is a major challenge.  We must strengthen police forces’ abilities to tackle this and major organised crime that transcends local boundaries.

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary has recommended the merger of smaller police forces is an essential way forward.  The Government obviously has to take such professional advice seriously.

In West Yorkshire we have resisted mergers because the force is large enough to tackle these challenges.  It demonstrated this last year, and I was pleased that lobbying I led helped to secure and extra £1.6 million to cover some of the costs.  I am also backing the force’s bid to set up our on anti-terrorism unit.

Other surrounding forces – which are much smaller – do have to be strengthened to meet the threat.  That’s why “do nothing” is not an option.  We need to make the case for working closely with neighbouring forces, short of merger.  That way we can tackle these huge challenges without deflecting attention from crucial neighbourhood policing in places like Pudsey.

