Pushing for More Funding to Fight Crime 

7th February

I raised the issue of local police funding during a debate on 6th February.

More resources are needed to maintain the downward trend on burglary, violent crime and anti-social behaviour. Despite improvements across the board for West Yorkshire Police – receiving an excellent score from Her Majesty’s Inspectorate for investigating crime and good ratings for reducing crime, promoting safety and the effective use of resources – there are still areas for improvement.

The force’s score for dealing with the public and the handling of calls still falls short of people’s expectations and I am concerned that the latest budget increase will not be adequate to fund the challenges ahead.

The force's latest estimate of the budget increase needed next year is £17 million higher than the funding available with a precept increase of 5 per cent – a substantial gap. Admittedly, that includes growth of funding for issues such as counter-terrorism, quality of service commitment and PCSO funding. However, even without that desirable growth, the funding gap is substantial.

There are additional funding issues following the work carried out by West Yorkshire Police in the wake of the London bombings in July, the cost of which is estimated to be £5.9 million. The Home Office is currently considering a claim put in by West Yorkshire which, if successful, would go some way towards filling the funding gap. 
I have expressed my deep concern over these issues to Home Office Ministers, most recently in a Commons debate on Police Funding. You can read the text of the debate here: 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm060206/debtext/60206-21.htm#60206-21_spnew3
