PRIVATISATION OF LEEDS-BRADFORD AIRPORT
What Do You Think?
The controlling Tory/Lib Dem/Green group on Leeds City Council is proposing the privatisation of Leeds-Bradford airport.

Leeds Bradford is Britain's only municipal airport, with Leeds and Bradford Council holding the biggest share and the rest being held equally between Kirklees, Calderdale and Wakefield councils.

In March 2004 - prior to last year’s local elections - the Conservative, Liberal Democrat and Green Parties proposed a report be prepared by Council Officers regarding the value of the airport and implications of the sale for future planning and development.  The motion was defeated by the then ruling Labour Group. 

But following last June’s election control of the Council was taken over by a Coalition of Conservative, Liberal Democrat and Green Councillors.  They are now proposing to sell off a majority of the shares to the private sector.

I have indicated my strong belief that the Councils should retain a controlling interest - especially important if the interests of people living around the airport are to be protected.

It is crucial that any sell-off does not sell out local communities like Horsforth, Yeadon, Rawdon and Guiseley.  Their interests must be balanced with the desire of those wanting to expand the number of flights and destinations.  

People know the airport is a fact of life with which they have to live, but any growth plans need to be balanced with issues of noise, flying hours, road safety and congestion, and public transport.

The retention of a controlling share by the Council would help to ensure that these environmental impacts can be properly reflected in any future decision-making. 

We are currently considering the Airport's Master Plan for the future, and for an opportunity for local people to comment on it and to raise the issues that are important to them.

It has been suggested that the Government's White Paper of Airports will allow the airport to expand at will.   This is not so.  Ministers have confirmed environmental impacts must be taken into account.  But if there is concern about this aspect, then it is even more important for the Councils to retain overall control of the airport.

As owners, they are the ones who decide what happens with the airport.  They decide the impact on local people and how to deal with it.  To relinquish that ownership, control and responsibility at this time I believe is unacceptable.

The democratically accountable Councils should at least retain a controlling interest.  That way local people can require their elected representatives to ensure they are protected - if necessary by using a controlling interest.   

People living around the airport accept it as a fact of life, but that does not mean it should be allowed to grow without taking their interests into account.  This Council couldn't even get the grass cut properly through privatisation, and people have a right to be suspicious about whether they'll get this one right either."

