Call on Council to Kick Out Woodside Quarry Plans
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25th November 2007

I have called on Council planners to reject the massively unsustainable development proposed for the former Woodside quarry site.
The development, next to the railway line and Ring Road on the border of Horsforth and West Park, involves proposals for 470 houses and flats, 100,000 square metres of office space, two hotels, a pub, retail outlets, a 300-place multi-storey car park, nursing home, crèche and medical centre.

I have met with planning officers to discuss my wide-ranging concerns about the plan, which is massively unsustainable in its present form.  I have also submitted a letter of objection.
This development is trying to cram far too much on the site, has massive traffic and environmental implications, and desperately needs major public transport infrastructure.  The developers must make a substantial financial contribution to the cost of dealing with these issues.

I also expressed concern that the Council has not produced an overall “Action Plan” for Horsforth and the surrounding communities that took detailed account of local communities and against which individual planning applications can be assessed.  

Besides the Woodside site, there is also the Kirkstall Forge development, Riverside (next to Clariant), and the Corn Mill, Low Lane housing and commercial site. Developers are also talking about a 200-apartment development on Low Lane. Given the continuing pressure for development typified by the current application, it is disappointing that planning legislation has not been used to draw up an “Action Plan” for this area.

I share the concerns expressed by constituents living in the vicinity of Woodside Quarry about the scale and intensity of the proposed development, and the damaging impact the additional traffic generated by the site will create.  

I am seriously concerned about the effects on the road network, and doubt whether traffic management measures on the Ring Road can cope with the extra traffic generated from the site. This has serious implications in terms of congestion, pollution, and road safety. Indeed, without investment in rail and bus services it is likely that nearly all journeys from the site would be by car.

The rail halt under discussion for the site must be accompanied by a commitment to fund further rolling stock that would make it realistic to run additional services on this already overcrowded Harrogate Line.  

Plans to re-route bus services through the site, while an attractive proposition in principle, would be unlikely in practice to make an impact on car usage without some guarantee regarding the reliability and continuity of services.

I also raised concerns about the impact on the local infrastructure, such as NHS primary care and schools. The Council needs to take a fundamental look at the implications of this development proposal. The scale of housing currently proposed - taken together with the other planned facilities - is out of proportion to what the area can accommodate without a major negative impact on the existing community.
