Fury at Wharfedale Hospital Ward Closure
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19th February 2007

I was absolutely furious when I learned of the proposed ward closure at Wharfedale Hospital before Christmas. 
I immediately expressed my concerns in writing and through urgent discussions with Acting Trust Chief Executive, Hugo Mascie Taylor, and have since raised it with the Strategic Health Authority Chief Executive and the Chairman and Chief Executive of the Primary Care Trust. 
Local people are very proud and protective of their local hospital. I share that feeling, both as a patient and resident, and because of the success Harold Best and I had in securing its rebuilding. We did not fight to save the hospital from closure in the 1980s and 1990s, and then get it rebuilt in order for the Trust to mess us about. We are determined that it is used for the maximum benefit of local people. 

The Trust is more than aware of these community sentiments, which is why the way it carried out this ward closure is unforgivable. It is clear that there has been inadequate notification and consultation on this proposal, and not even the PCT was made fully aware of it until recent forum meetings. Whatever the merits the Trust professes for the measure, there is no escaping the contemptuous way in which it carried it out.

There have been a number of pious statements regarding use of the hospital. In practice, however, the perception since the new building was opened has been of a withdrawal of services, though there has been some increase in the amount of day surgery. 

I continue to be extremely concerned at the lack of an overall plan for the future provision of services at Wharfedale, and welcome the Trust and the PCT’s commitments to work on a strategy for fulfilling its potential. Wharfedale has a great role to play in providing surgical, out patient, diagnostic and minor injuries services. I also strongly support constituents who want to see a local dialysis unit there.

