Sale of Stanhope Drive Youth and Community Centre
2nd February 2007

I am supporting local residents in their campaign against the proposed sell-off and development of the Stanhope Drive Youth and Community Centre.
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I was Chair of the Council's Community Benefits and Rights Committee at the time the decision was taken to refurbish the centre over ten years ago, and wasn’t surprised when expressions of concern turned into a torrent as people learned of the proposals.
 

I have been pursuing this issue for several months after I was initially contacted about rumours regarding the sale, and the concern this caused about the youth work carried out at the centre.  Then residents living in the immediate vicinity also expressed concern about what kind of development would take place on the site if it were sold.   
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It soon became clear that no consultation had taken place with the centre's users, and over the last few weeks they have become increasingly worried and angry at the lack of information.  Community groups like the toddlers, fellowship and photographic groups had been totally unaware of what was happening and have grave concerns about the impact of the proposals on their activities.  Some are worried about relocating evening youth work to Town Street given the problems associated with the area at night, accessibility for older and disabled users, storage of equipment, and parking. 
 

We also have to bear in mind that Stanhope Drive is an historic community site, and anything to do with it needs to be handled with great sensitivity, and to involve the community as fully as possible.   There now needs to be full consultation where people can express their concerns, and seek answers to their worries - whether as users of the centre or as local residents. 
 

It has been suggested that the Council wanted to test whether the finances of what is proposed would stack up before presenting it to the community.   It may be that the Council feels it can sell these proposals to the community, but it should have started some time ago.   It is impossible to go through this process without creating a huge amount of uncertainty once word got out, and it would have been better to consult people at the outset.
 

