Riverside Appeal Decision Welcome – But Council Should be Doing More
26th January 2007
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As an active opponent of past and present development plans for the location, I welcome the decision to turn down the Horsforth Riverside Mill scheme (next to Clariant).  
However, the Council should be doing more overall to protect the area from over-intensive development and I am calling for a major local Action Plan. 
This is a great victory for the local community. Like previous applications, the plans were way over the top in terms of what the area could support.  Although this was a less intensive scheme than the last application, the main concerns about the development of the site still remain.  It attempted to cram too much onto the site, had inadequate open space, and there were major fears regarding road safety.
As everyone in the area knows the traffic on the Ring Road here is horrendous at peak times. The developer's proposal to put traffic lights at the junction of Calverley Lane and the Ring Road would cause even greater tailbacks between Dawson’s Corner and Horsforth.

We can't be complacent.  While this is a battle won, it does not change the fact that the area is under increasing pressure from present and future development, and the Council needs to use its powers to deal with this.   

Horsforth Civic Society and I have been calling on the Council for several years now to use planning legislation to produce an overall "Action Plan" for Horsforth and the surrounding communities.  This would take detailed account of local communities and local concerns,  such as housing need, transport, roads and road safety, schools, health services, recreation, open space, employment, shopping, the character of neighbourhoods and communities, and design issues. 

Individual planning applications could then be assessed against it, and it would help to strengthen the Council and community position against future major applications and appeals. 

The whole A65 corridor and surrounding communities have desperately needed a strategic approach. Some of the developments we now face could have been anticipated years in advance.  Besides the Riverside site, there is also the massive proposed development at Woodside on the Ring Road.  I understand developers are taking soundings regarding a 200-apartment mill conversion on Low Lane.  On top of that we already have the Kirkstall Forge development and existing development at Low Lane.  Each of these will have a major impact on the wider community, and an enormous one when taken together.
