Police Cash Welcomed
20th April 2006

Aireborough and Horsforth MP Paul Truswell has welcomed the Home Office's decision to pay West Yorkshire Police £1.6 million towards the cost of work carried out following the London bombings.

Mr Truswell has been leading calls in Parliament for the force to be compensated for the massive investigation launched by the force into the activities of the bombers living in the West Yorkshire area.  

He raised the issue in an Adjournment Debate he secured in January on police funding, and has pursued it in meetings with Home Secretary Charles Clark and Police Minister Hazel Blears.

"It was recognised the West Yorkshire responded very effectively to the challenges raised in the aftermath of the London bombings," said Mr Truswell.  "While dealing with extraordinary incidents is something for which forces always have to be prepared, this one placed particular demands on resources.  It is only right that some extra funding has been made available in recognition of this."

In debates and discussions with Ministers, Mr Truswell has also pressed for West Yorkshire to be funded in line with the revised formula, which would have given the force around £14 million extra this year.   He has also called for extra funding to enable the force to develop a specialist squad to tackle terrorism.

"For years our area suffered from the previous Government's funding formula that benefited the south at the expense of the north," said Mr Truswell.  "The revised formula should help to make up for that, but it needs to be translated in real cash each year.  

"Extra funding in recent years has enabled the force to increase its police officer numbers to record levels, and to employ significant numbers of Police Community Support Officers.  The Government has recognised we should have a greater share of national funding, and we need it every year to keep the downward pressure on crime."

Mr Truswell has also co-ordinated West Yorkshire MPs in expressing opposition to the proposal for West Yorkshire to merge with North and South Yorkshire and Humberside forces.

