Making Poverty History Lobby 

Over 8000 trade justice campaigners came to Westminster on 2nd November to meet with their MP to call on the UK government to deliver trade justice, not free trade at the WTO.   More than 375 MPs were lobbied – making this the biggest lobby in the history of British parliamentary democracy. [image: image1.jpg]



I met with four constituents who attended the lobby.  As a longstanding supporter of Leeds TIDAL and the Make Poverty History campaign, I was happy to give my support their calls. 

I have signed Early Day Motion 679 'Making Poverty History through trade justice'.

I have also raided the campaign's concerns with Alan Johnson MP, Secretary of State for Trade and industry.  I have urged him to ensure the UK government uses its influence within the EU to negotiate for WTO agreements that do not push poor countries to open their economies and respect their right to adopt trade policies that help them to end poverty and protect the environment. 

These are the campaign's main concerns:

Agriculture

The subsidy cuts being offered by the EU and US are an illusion. The EU and US must substantially cut trade-distorting subsidies now to protect the livelihoods of millions of farmers in poor countries. The EU’s latest offer (28 October 2005) says it is willing to cut subsidies by 70%. The EU currently gives about 64 billion euros a year. But ActionAid estimates that under its new offer it will still give 55-58 billion euros in trade-distorting subsidies a year. This will still result in dumping on developing country markets, threatening the livelihoods of poor farmers. 

In Western Kenya, 250,000 families make a living from sugar cane farming; a further six million people depend on the industry for their livelihoods. If the sugar industry collapsed, the region’s economy would be thrown into crisis and many people would be pushed to the brink of starvation.  

Manufacturing and industrial trade (NAMA) 

The EU is pushing a radical proposal on Non-agricultural market access (NAMA), which even some of its own negotiators recognise as overly ambitious. By pushing developing countries to drastically cut import tariffs and to bind or set ceilings for 95% of its tariff lines, the EU is threatening the future development of many poor countries. 

ActionAid’s recent research in India shows thousands of poor silk handloom weavers have struggled to make a living, as India has lowered its import tariffs and cheap cloth imports have flooded in. Vishambar, a silk weaver in Varanasi, lost both his wife and two children to malnutrition earlier this year as he could no longer make a living from silk weaving and could not afford to buy enough food for his family. Poor countries must be able to choose trade policies that help them to protect the jobs and livelihoods of millions of workers in manufacturing and industrial sectors. 

Trade in services (GATS)

Current trade negotiations could mean that many poor countries are forced to open their water and other service sectors (such as water, education, healthcare) to unfair competition. 

ActionAid’s new research from South Africa shows that water privatisation has had a disastrous impact on thousands of poor people. Half a million people had their water cut off when they were unable to pay drastically increased bills from multinational companies. Basic services are non negotiable. The EU and US must stop pushing for poor countries to open their services sectors to foreign competition.

