KEEPING AN EYE ON COUNCIL PLANS TO “FLOAT OFF” LEISURE CENTRE AND SPORTS DEVELOPMENT  
Local MP Paul Truswell, who with his family is a keen user of local leisure centres, said he would be examining the proposals and discussing them with constituents and fellow users.
“Everyone knows that we’ve had some unfortunate experiences with recent Council outsourcing of services, such as community care to older people and grass-cutting,” he said.  “So we need to scrutinise the detail.  
“The talk of extra resources is very seductive.  But there are lots of questions that will need to be answered in the consultation regarding issues such as charges, concessions, improvements and repairs, implications for staff, and accountability.  And it will be interesting to see how it controls its costs, especially senior salaries.
 “My understanding is that Aireborough is already one of the best used Council centres in the city, so it effectively helps to subsidize some of the others.  But it is one of the older centres, and I suspect despite recent repairs to the pool it still needs some investment.   We need to know just how the trust will decide its priorities, and just how much funding would be available overall.
“This arrangement allows the Council to get off a financial hook, but also to offload responsibility for difficult decisions or problems to a trust.  So we need to know how the trust will be accountable to the people of Leeds.  At the moment the centres are the responsibility of the democratically elected Council and local Councillors.  If they are floated off to a trust, how do local people influence how things are run?  For example, how do they challenge proposals, like they did successfully when the Council tried to jack up charges for older users?”  
