Action Needed to Tackle Guiseley Road Chaos

25th November 2006
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Lack of planning and co-ordination led to Guiseley being snarled up for months by utility roadworks.  Yeadon, Otley then Guiseley again were also affected.
I have called on Leeds City Council to ensure this is not allowed to happen again and that the right lessons are learnt.

The Council has responsibility for co-ordinating  the roadworks notified to it by utilities companies. The problems were caused by major water mains renewal work by Yorkshire Water, plus routine work carried out by the electricity utility and emergency work needed on gas leaks – one of which was caused by flooding from a fractured water main. 

The problem in Guiseley was caused by a number of factors coming together, most of which could have been planned for:  

· simultaneous work carried out on the town’s majors routes, such as the A65, Park Road and Oxford Road

· additional non-urgent electricity mains work carried out at the same time on Victoria Road

· Work taking longer than it needed to

· Two gas leaks, one caused by flooding from a fractured water main

Obviously, no-one can predict problems like gas leaks or a fractured main but what really caused the problems was the amount of work allowed to take place at the same time on key roads and the fact it took so long.

The Yorkshire Water work should have been phased if possible, so that it did not prevent two-way traffic flows on so many key roads at the same time.  Electricity supply work on Victoria Road should have been timetabled before or after the Yorkshire Water excavations. 

As for the excavation at the junction of the A65,Victoria Road, and Oxford Road, that was left with barriers around it for a lengthy period without any apparent work being carried out.  As a result the junction was controlled by temporary contractors’ lights rather than the normal ones on the junction, and the result at many times of the day was unnecessary delays and chaos.

The fracturing of the water main and subsequent gas leak just added to the chaos.

The Council really needs to make sure it has the expertise to determine whether the period of time the utilities and their contractors demand is reasonable.  At the moment they simply have to take it on the say-so of the utility concerned.   But it was clear that many of the excavations were not exactly hives of activity, which left residents thinking that the whole thing could have been carried out with much less disruption."

The Government has just finished consulting on how to improve the co-ordination of street works to prevent this situation happening again in the future. 

