Concerns over Education White Paper

1 July 2006
Despite its many good elements, I had serious concerns about the Education White Paper (now the Education and Inspections Bill). Unfortunately, my concerns were not assuaged by the Government and, reluctantly, I felt I had no choice but to vote against the Bill. 

As a parent as well as an MP, I am supportive of the majority of the Bill. There are many good aspects, already visible in many local schools, such as the emphasis on personalised learning, tackling coasting and failing schools, creating effective discipline, engaging parents and improving nutritional standards. 

However, I remain deeply concerned about those aspects of the Bill relating to Trust Schools and reducing the role of the local authority.  I fear these might fragment the school system and reduce local accountability.  I certainly don’t want to see schools that are not part of a local system, and have their own admissions criteria.  Local authorities must continue to be able to provide new schools.

Though I have complete confidence in the schools in this constituency, I would also be concerned if any felt under pressure to grow beyond a size that they, parents and communities were comfortable with, and how this would affect the viability of neighbouring schools, particularly in inner areas.  We need to make all schools good schools, so that parents do not feel they have to send their youngsters to other areas.

As the Bill stands I am unable to support it. I have made this very clear to Ministers and will continue to do so.

