Airport Sell Off – Demanding a Fair Deal for Local Communities
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The Council’s privatisation of Leeds Bradford airport is almost complete.  I believe that it should have retained some public control to protect local interests.  

I have continued to call on the Council to invest a fair share of the proceeds in surrounding communities to tackle the pressures the airport puts on them – now and in the future.

There are those currently controlling the Council who expressed concerns that the White Paper on Airports supported the airport’s growth, but they currently have the perfect means of managing this. The Council owns and controls it. Yet the report to the Exec Board promotes the idea of privatisation as a way of boosting this growth. They can’t have it all ways.
The attraction to the Council of landing a large sum (£50 million has been suggested) to spend around the city is clear.  Funding a concert hall has even been suggested. But I am pressing the Council to invest a fair share of this money in Guiseley, Yeadon, Horsforth and Rawdon to tackle the present and future impact of the airport on local communities. 

There are - and will continue to be - issues of road safety, public transport, traffic growth, highways improvement, parking, the use of surrounding land, and noise and flying times.
There is a need for pedestrian crossings, junction and road improvements, and public transport measures. This windfall would provide a substantial amount of capital, some of which should be used to make the aspirations for better rail and bus links to the airport a reality. 

Local people’s interests must be balanced with the desire to expand the number of flights and destinations. They know the airport is a fact of life with which they have to live. Many make use of it.  But any growth plans - especially if this is part of a sell-off deal - need to be balanced with issues of road safety, public transport, traffic growth, highways improvement, parking, the use of surrounding land, and noise and flying times. These don’t seem to figure in the Council’s sell-off calculations. 
There is also the issue of security at the airport to be tackled. We don’t want any compromises because the Council is afraid of putting off potential buyers.   And Council Tax payers should not have to foot the bill for providing the airport’s security.
We are currently paying a price for past privatisations of services like gas, water, rail and buses. I think we might come to rue this local privatisation in the same way.
